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Imprisonment and Survival — Observing the
Taiwanese ""White Terror' in the Post-war Era
from the Prison Letters of Ka Chihwa

Hsieh, Shih-yuan *

Abstract

By interpreting the Prison Letters of Ka Chihwa, this paper attempts to understand how
self-restraint and distortions one can be influenced by imprisonment in the Taiwanese “White
Terror” . Constrained by the letter inspection, although Ka' s Prison Letters write mainly
on household chores, by nature they reflect the life situation and psychological distress of
political prisoners, and reveal full affections to the recipients and love ones. On the other
hand, among all documents and achieves on the Taiwanese "White Terror" under martial
law in the post-war era, the official files may be important to the political understanding of
the judicial cases; however, the aftermath oral histories and memoirs are more responsive to
the bitterly interrogation and life in prison. Ka' s Prison Letters present the history of the
past less mining: imprisonment moment, how distorted, how insincere, how to think of a
way to live. Through reading Ka Chihwa' s Prison Letters from all different points of view,
the contour of a political prisoner dampened by the “White Terror” is thereby gradually

shown.

Keyword : Ka Chihwa ~ Ka-Tsai Ali; White Terror ~ Martial law ~ Political Prisoners * Prison
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