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Pottery Vessels of Niumatou Culture:

Summary and Observations of Sites near Dadu
Mountain and Bagua Mountain

Ke-hung Liu*

ABSTRACT

Niumatou Culture is a prehistoric culture of the middle Neolithic period
in central Taiwan, dating back roughly 3,500 to 4,500 years ago, and should be
a successor to Tapenkeng Culture. This article collects relics of Niumatou
Culture wunearthed in archaeological excavations in central Taiwan,
summarizes the texture and type of pottery vessels, and puts forward some
personal observations. The pottery specimens mentioned are mainly taken
from archaeological excavation projects carried out by the National Museum
of Natural Science in recent years, including Huilai Site, Anhe Site, and
Tuntzuting Site in Xitun District, Taichung City; Tingchie Site in Dadu
District; Nanshihkeng II Site in Shalu District; and Niupu Site in Changhua
City, Changhua County, etc. They are all distributed on both sides of Dadu
Mountain and the northern end of Bagua Mountain, mainly on the edge of the
Taichung Basin and the Qingshui Uplift Coastal Plain. The pottery of
Niumatou Culture is mainly orange in color, and the texture includes coarse
sand pottery, fine sand pottery and clay pottery. The types of vessels generally
include jar-shaped vessels, bowl-shaped vessels, bean-shaped vessels, cup-
shaped vessels, tripod-shaped vessels, bottle-shaped vessels, etc.; the
decoration is mainly rope pattern, and the mouth and ring foot of the jar are
sometimes scratched. It can be mainly divided into two categories: daily life

and ritual use. The texture of pottery containers used in daily life is mainly

* Assistant Researcher, Anthropology Department, National Museum of Natural Science.

khliu@nmns.edu.tw
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sand-tempered pottery, including round-bottomed pots for cooking food,
ring-footed pots for holding food and water, as well as bowl-shaped and
basin-shaped vessels, etc., which account for the vast majority of pottery
containers, especially pot-shaped vessels. The texture of ritual pottery
containers is mainly mud pottery, and there may also be fine sand pottery.
They are exquisitely made and often polished on the surface. The shapes
mainly include wide-rimmed bean-shaped vessels, cup-shaped vessels, ring-
footed plates, and there are also mud pottery ring-footed jars, bowl-shaped
vessels, bottle-shaped vessels, etc. Ritual pottery may be used in life

ceremonies, witchcraft, etc., or used as burial objects.

Keywords: Niumatou culture, pottery container, daily pottery, ritual pottery
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