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“Days with the Amis in Taiwan: Amis Life in the
1970s

First draft by MABUCHI Satoru 1988
Translated and annotated by MITSUDA Yayoi *

Brief Introduction of Satoru Mabuchi

Satoru Mabuchi was a Japanese anthropologist specializing in cultural
anthropology and folklore. He dedicated his life to the study of Taiwan's
indigenous peoples, with a particular focus on the socio-cultural changes of
the Amis tribe. He studied social anthropology at Tokyo Metropolitan
University and later taught at the Department of International Cultural
Studies at Tokai University in Hokkaido, where he conducted his research and

teaching.

In 1970, during his third year at the university, Mabuchi accompanied his
father, the renowned anthropologist Toichi Mabuchi, to Taiwan, where they
conducted fieldwork in Amis tribes during the summer. This experience not
only launched his anthropological research career but also laid the foundation
for his deep relationship with the coastal Amis people, which lasted for over

fifty years.

In his long-term research, Professor Mabuchi primarily focused on the
Dapu tribe in Chihshang Township and the Yiwan tribe in Chenggong
Township, Taitung County, examining the post-war changes in the Amis
matrilineal society and its social organization. He also maintained close
exchanges with the Taiwanese academic community, co-authoring a paper

with Lifok, an Amis scholar from the Yiwan tribe, exploring the historical

* Assistant Professor, Department of Public and Cultural Affairs, National Taitung University.

mitsuda@nttu.edu.tw
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transformation of Amis marriage and descent systems.

Building upon his father's long-standing academic tradition of conducting
fieldwork among Taiwan's indigenous peoples, Professor Satoru Mabuchi not
only continued related research topics but also dedicated himself to compiling
and publishing unpublished manuscripts by Toichi Mabuchi, which is of great
significance for the preservation and reinterpretation of Taiwanese
anthropological history. In addition to Taiwanese studies, during his time
teaching in Hokkaido, he gradually broadened his research horizons,

beginning to focus on the development and local revitalization of Hokkaido.

Furthermore, Professor Mabuchi was committed to the integration of
cultural preservation and digital media. In 2001, he founded the "International
Digital EHON Association," collecting oral stories from various parts of Japan
and actively collecting stories from overseas, translating them into multiple
languages, and publishing them through his website. This platform also offers
Japanese and English audio functions, developing an audio-enabled digital
picture book format, demonstrating his practice of transforming folk

narratives into cross-cultural and cross-linguistic digital resources.
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