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The Study of the Burials and Human Remains from the
Anbho site in Prehistoric Taichung, Taiwan

Whei-Lee Chu*and Lin-da Yen**

ABSTRACT

Anho archaeological site located at the eastern part of Tadu terrace and the
Taichung plain. The administrative district is Situn area in Taichung City.
National Museum of Natural Science excavated the Anho archaeological site of
Fuho section #331 in 2013 to 2014. With the size of 2x2meters each test pit and
the total 345 pits were excavated The excavated area is about 1400 square
meters. Varies types of pottery including jar with double cups with a high stem,
bowl, basin with high stem, bowl with high stem, bottle shaped vessel, plate
shaped vessel with high stem, jar with five cups, etc. The typical Tapenkeng
style pottery decoration including incised pattern and ceramics with red
colored paint were found. Stone objects including stone adzes, chisels,
spearheads, stone axes, stone knives, nephrite objects, tapa beaters, net sinkers
with two strings and the nephrite ornament with shark teeth shape are the
special objects. The lined stone indicating house structure was found in the
middle of the excavated area, where 48 burials were distributed in the south.
Most burials were heading south with supine position. Some burials were
placed with a large amount of burial goods. In addition, Leopard cats, dogs,
deer, boar animal bones, shells, shark teeth, fish bone rice, millet and many
biological remains were unearthed.

The area of the site is north from the Taiwan Boulevard to the south of
Sheiho north II Alley and the size of the site is about 400x200 square meters.
Three culture layers were discovered. Tapenkeng culture layer is in the lower
strata red clay of Tadu terrace, where the middle light brown soil level is
Niumatou culture layer and the upper cultivation layer is the middle Chin
Dynasty Han culture remains.

The unearthed 48 burials belong to the early-mid Neolithic period in
Taiwan and they were the earliest human remains unearthed in the Taichung
area. The C14-AMS dating of charcoal samples has yielded a date around
5500-4000 B.P. Pottery discovered from this site shows a Neolithic Tapenkeng
style and a typical early Niumatou pattern. The discovery of the burial goods
such as large nephrite stone adzes and necklace with shark tooth shape indicate

* Associate curator, Anthropology Department, National Museum of Natural Science
wlchu@mail. nmns.edu.tw

** Research Assistant, Shihsanhang Museum in New Taipei City : correspondence author
lindayen63@gmail.com
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the social differentiation in the society. Hence, the discovery of Anho site will
enrich our knowledge about the early-mid Neolithic culture of Taiwan.

This study is a bioarchaeological analysis of these human skeletons and
discusses the result within their archaeological context. Most burials are
practiced in supine position, heading south or southwest, with two hands
crossed or one hand on top of the belly. The result shows that nearly 1/4
individulas are subadults and most individuals died as young adults. Injuries
and pathological conditions are rarely observed on these skeletons. Their lower
limb bones exhibit more robust muscle markings, suggesting the Neolithic
people frequently engaged in long-distance walking. The high frequency of
squatting factet on ankle bones indicates a habitual squatting since childhood.
The overall dental health is good but the moderate frequency of LEH observed
in the adult anterior teeth indicates a physiological stress during childhood.
Most adult skeletons practice ritual tooth ablation. These results then compare
to the data of comtemporary and later sites, showing some regional differences
of early Neolithic societies and a significant cultural change in prehistoric
central Taiwan.

The culture content of this excavation belong to the early-mid Neolithic
period, Tapenkeng culture is the earliest stage in Taiwan Neolithic period,
which also play an important role in discussion of the origin and distribution of
Austronesian people. It has quite limit information in the past before the
excavation in Nankuanli E and Nankuanli sites in Tainan Science Park. The
result had provided abundant information of the Tapenkeng culture. With the
large amount of artifacts and relics unearthed, it is known for the large
settlement with many polulation.

Some scholars considered Tapenkeng culture is related to the earliest
immigrated Austranesian in Taiwan. Particularly Dr. Bellwood (2011) consider
the migration started from the lower Yangtz before 8000 years from China,
owing to the development of agriculture causing the population growth hence
the people of Tapenkeng people arrived in Taiwan about 5500 years ago.

There are rice and millets remains in Anho site, alone with lined stone
structure indicating the large size of the settlement in Taichung. Although the
origin of Tapenkeng culture needs further discussion in the future, whereas the
total number of sites and the scale of settlement are increasing in the area,
indicating the critical period of the prehistoric culture development in Taiwan.

Keywords: Neolithic, Tapenkeng culture, supine burial practice, ritual tooth
ablation , pathological observation
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