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Abstract

Planning for the establishment of the National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan
(NMP), began in the 1990s, and coordination for its overhaul took place around
2020, during which major reflection and paradigm shifts for ethnographic
museums and Indigenous museums took place, including opposition to othering,
an emphasis on subjectivity, reinterpreting exhibitions from artistic or historical
perspectives, and making use of exhibitions to confront colonialism and post-
colonialism while engaging in dialogue with contemporary society. Taking the
case of the update to the Austronesian Hall's permanent exhibition at the NMP,
this paper discusses the contemporary paradigm of Austronesian identity that the
curatorial team has attempted to present through the subject of the exhibition:
“kita Us.”

In the Austronesian language family, the first-person plural commonly has two
forms. In Amis, Malay, and Indonesian, they are “kami” (exclusive of the listener)

** T would like to especially thank two anonymous external reviewers for their well-thought-out
recommendations, which helped me make major revisions to the structure and add needed content. I
would also like to thank the editorial committee of this publication for its assistance and Professor
Sung-shan Wang, who reviewed my preliminary draft of this paper at the 2022 Annual Conference
of the Taiwan Society for Anthropology and Ethnology: When It All Goes South, which guided me
in not only improving the title but also adding more details where required. Special thanks to Prof.
Su-mei Lo and Assistant Researcher Chia-ching Lin for their valuable discussions and support during
the drafting of this manuscript.



and “kita” (inclusive of the listener). The latter symbolizes connection and
relationship. | believe its use in the exhibition embodies the NMP’s unique
position as a state-operated museum, which is placed at the crossroads of the
political and academic fields, and it is also a response to recent trends of
development in museology, manifesting the curatorial team’s clear viewpoint and
attitude. This paper elaborates on the abovementioned points based on the 2023
update to the permanent exhibition, with particular emphasis on the exhibition
section titled “Bordering,” which is discussed at the end of the article. The
purpose of the paper is to help the reader understand how the NMP has used the
permanent exhibition to define and interpret the word “Austronesian” in the face
of its many definitions.

Keywords: Austronesian, language family, museum exhibition, ethnography
museum, national museum
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6 JFSCHK ¢ “Austronesian” is the name of a very old and widespread language family; it is neither a
people nor a culture.
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The Austronesian language family is the largest on Earth in terms of its geographical

extent, at least prior to the European colonial expansions of the past 4-500 years, the
spread of English, Latin and Spanish and French to various parts of the world... The
Austronesian expansion out of Taiwan to more than halfway around the world, 206
degrees of longitude from Madagascar to Easter Island, or Rapa Nui. This is one of the

greatest chapters in human history.
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14



e BN T A S - DAL - O A R R T 2 A S e
5.7 S - LTRSS T RE SR -

M- EREMELH  REFREAZME

By T GRS - &R 2 YY) 65 M SR Y6 LAy S % - YREER St
AR F R Y SR A e A B A A S e R o - 8 et R (12
ZERARAY > SR T AHBAEERIAY R - G4 RIREER ERIFE R R ERIEL b
NEEESENRER S B E SN2 ETR ENES REGEERETRERTLL
BSRERSE - [FINF - YRR ERT 23 TSt RTS8 - IR T RIGGE YRR S 7Y st
MR L BEE N B AH TAARTR &SN - IR REEt B DAL & (B YRR P U
T30 -

AR S R B E e s 2 S AR - 0 SR AT EE 1 Ry B R e Ry S EIGEERE - (&
DU — SR R A AP A SR TR SRS A Je %) « [AIIEE > R o Y BT S ol [ [ R TG
EYIRERIR REERENE R - S EEE - G5 e BERTEE R SUELLIE 24
ST HAVEE ~ KA AR R B R A I B IE R B MY 5 — B E s
15~ KA R R SR A 2R BN R AR R - R SR H MR R
HIEER SRS - SREEIRAE R TR TR 2 (EERET - W% OfE(E - BT -~ R
%F - RESGE G DR P 23R AVEE IR > Bt LR R B

BEPGEHAHS T ARG T REE ) (UOHRER » SRR ) » LT s ZE ]
(A ~ BEEPHLEE) ~ 5L TR ) CAEOR At ~ SRBUEE) RBAHE -
BRAIALL " %0 ) Bt O EERCE DR R R FE A tf?ﬁ“u "R BZOEE
WO SRR I T A R R A - RIREIR & A e DL T A | (5 B S AT aE R S BRI
OME(E > DL TERRE ) BB INILIE e Eﬁéﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬂyﬁéﬁﬁrm DN ot S0
[F] BRI B A -

PETRA %%Hﬁlﬁ]?ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ*iﬁ’]ﬁﬂ% 2R B e o I R e B P L Y — T
FERRVES - AATS R T BV 5 B HIEHEIE - FFTE ey 2
B e ZAIMA AR - EEEEA - B SRR T YeE e E S AV IhRE « [YIRElE
FoffaZEf -

15



FEHEEILL T B ) RAAVERENE > EE O IR SRS R AR EWES
[FEIREIEE - 24800 - BIEDEAR I S RE S AV 2 1R 1% - SEEAENEL "THE |
TERIRIERIG 38 E - MEFE CRPEZERES 0% LB AR) SEFT o £
FRIFEIE 595 (2020:11) HIARFE 7 ZHYLET -

" B FTEFANET FRFEAMNFT LS anE T
AL ERET A L LA REIUSHE R (TR AR AP FEY B
BeneHde BT - 3 5 F¥EBLLRMBL M8 5 2% S g 0 b
SR BT L e i b R B - HA Y -
S ArR FREEE Aol FESSF 0 T L1 TR A PRI AT il

BEEHAPRTOL s TR FN @A Tt iR -

2019 458 - SEEnEEfEt T SRR ESUBAEEEE | RIS E - HPEE AT
SR SRR - BEL T EE ) RRHEHE  HEW A e EH LT N HIEIZR
{EECR > 2 BB ry(ERE AT A - BIA0 > FESRI S RE thas T 28 1 VU5 Rk e
FK? o ZIEERL T EERE IR T EERER - SEOEE - Wit - EEER
SRR AR T BRI B AR TS ) VG MEREEE G o (HHAERIER
For B R TRy —IR—— )RR - Ry B R e st -

BlE (Carol Duncan) EF fifif (Alan Wallach) (1980) 24 » L HEAMTEEZLRINY
A E R E AR T o BN B RTEE R R G - vt B H Rz
[l > (R R SETeE s e R R XA S AR FAEE BUE BT E e T B4 i
o PR R EARRY ~ SCIHRYAER (ibid:448-452) « GTHARAYZE BRI 1793 R
HIEE 7= (Musée du Louvre ) » EAEE R A 5 o FE A HH 52 B A Ry B R Y A HL &1l BE -
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Austronesian (AN)

WRRWE B h—RIRFLE
Formosan Malayo-Polynesian (MP)

5 R—FIRFLF PR B kI RE LE
Western Malayo-Polynesian Central-Eastern Malayo-Polynesian
(WMP) (CEMP)
] g A
EER ARG L LSk —LRT EIF

Central Malayo-Polynesian

Philippine (PH) ()

Eastern Malayo-Polynesian (EMP)

BB 2R —F AN LE
South Halmahera-West New Guinea
(SHWNG)

< EME
Oceanic (OC)
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