MARYERIREAE A ¢
EETHTBENERNE

T (hEE

B IEnE
[ 17 =% S B AL B Y RE B ST i 4

ccwang@nmp.gov.tw

E=S

MEHEREUNEHER  ERENHARS - BLUERESENIRE - W
IRIRENIKAEER - BELMEAMSHARETGER  EEL2EY
BENZOREYZ— - RZIVEBHNBORANELCHESR - EH2W
EREEINVA BB MO EARN YGRS ZIMabRE - REBERCBH
RBUMNERIEEE R  [EMBENELIRR - SR BEENNEEE -
FREERRASIT T EFRISEAIEE - TR F EEMAVE R EM MEEBIE - A E
LERRBEME - DI EEREEBR A ER  BEXXRER N ME
RIE  BEEAIBRRE TGRS RS ERESZ TR NFAERER
XA - el T —BEREEESEEIR I EARKE - ERIREEN
BRIRE ISR 29N - BEMMUBRBERZSEEREE - WERTEVREA
MERE—LMARMEENEE - JBEEEANAELAFER LA
HERE  BRBRIHE M ORIRIER - ESELUEEER Dt RS
ERE - WEREAEENZ TR R G B IRAIER -

FAfEE  SEERINE - EHBIRE - RNE - RRXE - ARELE

* E S R AR BT R SR T AES T BRI EC ~ REISERCRR IR R LU T - A
TR AR ER AR Ry B B AR - B (I NE L B AR LMK EEE R
AR T RIS A A b R T - [EIRF I G 2 B G YR DR SRE AT RERe > (5L
HREHEERCE > R -



Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Text:
Exhibition Narrative in the Taiwan Prehistory Hall
at the National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan™

Chung-chun Wang

Research Assistant
Department of Research and Collection, National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan

ccwang@nmp.gov.tw

Abstract

After excavating archaeological remains from stratigraphic layers, if it is only the
case that the artifacts themselves are preserved, understanding their historical
contexts becomes difficult. How to reconstruct their contexts and exhibit to
viewers what has been learned from them is a major task for archaeological
museums. Lacking representatives from the people groups who produced these
artifacts and related historical records, exhibition curators must consider how to
not only display artifacts but also provide their historical narratives to give viewers
a picture of prehistoric life and related historical origins arrived at through
research.

After nearly 20 years of operation, the permanent exhibition and the architecture
at the National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan, underwent a comprehensive
overhaul. This study looks in depth at the curation and how the exhibition
recounts the story of the people who have lived in Taiwan over the past 30,000
years through the reinforcement of spatial metaphor and color usage, a clear
textual hierarchy and labeling, the construction of the prehistoric scenes and
excavation contexts, and the writing of exhibition texts based on the various

** 1 would first like to thank all my colleagues who worked on the renewal of the exhibition and
architectural renovation, partners in curation, and the design team. The discussions we had were
extremely important foundations of consideration for this paper. I would also like to thank two
anonymous external reviewers for their meticulous reading of this paper and valuable suggestions,
which allowed for a deeper, richer discussion of the issues probed. I would further like to thank the
editorial committee for their suggestions and revisions to refine the paper further.



display techniques. Aside from creating a more comfortable environment and
viewing experience, the update deconstructed conventional archaeological
culture concepts, shifting from the original mindset of simply understanding
people of the past based on artifacts to adding manifestations of technological
transformation so as to describe the prehistoric interactions between the people
of Taiwan and neighboring regions. By anchoring the exhibition narrative and core
discourse, we have attempted to create identity through the vehicle of the land
of Taiwan and present a description of the interactions among the various people
groups in Taiwan from prehistory to the present day.

Keywords: Prehistoric cultures in Taiwan, archaeological context, exhibition
narrative, exhibition text, public archaeology
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