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Abstract

This study looks at updates to the Taiwan Natural History Hall at the National Museum
of Prehistory, Taiwan (NMP), including updates over the years, thoughts on curation,
and the most recent overhaul, the Foresight Update. Different aspects of the Natural
History Hall were updated in 2011, 2016, 2017, and 2018. In 2011, all of the lighting
was replaced with LED lights, and the mechanical display board for sea-floating plants
was transformed into an interactive multimedia format for multiple users. 2016 saw
the additions of the interactive animated video Jialuo Lake Forest, the 3D video
projection Birth of Taiwan, an interactive exhibit on the sounds of animals in the
Penghu Channel, and an interactive touchscreen exhibit on the sounds of Taiwan’s
mammals. In 2017, updates were made to old images, swing-panel display boards,
and display board aesthetic. In 2018, the peephole installation images were redone,
and brochures of exhibits in Vietnamese and Indonesian were added. These updates
reflect the changing state of interaction between the public and knowledge
presented by the NMP for nearly 20 years. This study also looks at the curatorial
concept for the 2020 Foresight Update, which restructured the sections of the
exhibition as “Taiwan in Natural Networks,” “Global Changes,” and “Inferring Natural
History from Languages.” These sections are about the natural network, ocean
elements, issues of the contemporary era, and the connection with Austronesian
cultures, giving the NMP a unique narrative on Taiwan’s natural history and
responding to the social responsibility of contemporary museums.

Keywords: National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan; natural history of Taiwan,
update
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