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Abstract

For the update of the permanent exhibition in the Taiwan Prehistory Hall at the
National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan (NMP), the curatorial team chose 1,470
archaeological artifacts to be displayed accompanied by textual descriptions to
tangibly portray the lives of prehistoric people and cultural diversity. The grand
majority of items on display are part of the NMP’s collection or were found
through excavations or collected on the surface of the soil. Some pieces have
been borrowed from the collections of other organizations to make the exhibition
more complete.

This study discusses the selection process and related critical aspects regarding
the selection of artifacts displayed in the Taiwan Prehistory Hall. It also analyzes
and describes the contextual changes that archaeological artifacts undergo from
the moment they are unearthed to their inclusion in collections and exhibits, as
well as the unique contextual significance of archaeological artifacts and
collection strategies.

Keywords: Taiwanese prehistory, archaeological museum, collection and
exhibition, archaeological collection, context of artifacts
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