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THE AGE OF STEAM

THE-EMPLOYEE BATHHOUSE :
A PERMANENT EXHIBITION



A SYMBOL OF MODERNITY -
FASHIONABLE LINES AND ADVANCED FACILITIES COMBINED

In the 1930s, modernization became a trend in the West. It originated in the French Art Deco style and came to influence architecture, transportation, and
household items. Driven by this trend, cities began to see public and private buildings in Art Deco and Streamline Modern styles, the latter of which was also
applied to railway rolling stock and automobiles. In 1935, the Taipei Railway Workshop was relocated from outside the North Gate of the former Taipei city wall
to its current location in Songshan. The structures of the Workshop and its machinery fully reflected this trend toward modernity, synergistically with classic
modern Taiwanese architecture and transportation of the time.

The Workshop was for the repair, manufacture, and maintenance of trains; its bathhouse offered its employees a place to wash off greasy stains and relieve
themselves of the stress of labor. This building of train station elements and the Art Deco style reflected the advanced concept of employee welfare in 1930s
Taiwan while showcasing the engineering prowess in maximizing the efficiency of its heating system. In 2000, the bathhouse was designated a municipal
historic site, making it the earliest structure of the Workshop to become a legally recognized cultural asset and a gateway through which the public can
appreciate the value of the Workshop. In 2015, the entire Taipei Railway Workshop was designated a national historic site - a milestone in Taiwanese cultural
preservation. The Ministry of Culture first formulated a restoration and reutilization plan and conducted research on past renovations. The Workshop has
become one of the rare cases of rebirth in Taiwanese industrial cultural assets.

From the perspective of the bathhouse as a spatial entity and cultural asset in the process of Taiwan's modernization, using images and miniatures, the western
section of the exhibition presents the classic modern architecture of Taiwan in the 1930s, which signaled Taiwan's progress from the modern into the modern.
The central area preserves the main part of the bathhouse. The on-site exhobition conveys the employees' life in the bathhouse. The eastern section contemporary
features structural foundations and historic structures from the Japanese era, presenting the restoration guidelines and reutilization approaches to reaffirm the

Workshop's mission of transforming and revitalizing itself as the National Railway Museum.

@ 1930s Taiwanese architectural style catching up with global industrialization.
© Exterior of the bathhouse at the time of completion. Courtesy of Lin Chih-ming.
© Restored bathhouse. @ Preserving hand-written signage. @ Restoration of
equipment in the building.

\ KEY INFORMATION /

s o
The floor plan of the building is a cross, with a semi-circular =0 o 0=
bathhouse in the center, built with steel truss and Lo [/ - N\ oo
reinforced concrete. The two circular baths were heated \° )
. ) — . /3 I I N O O A |
with steam from the power house. The two wings were m —
structurally reinforced with continuous arches, in which E > — — —— — = O ;
: = B
there were shelves for bath .supplles. Thg valves of the z . - — = ;
faucets of the laundry stand in the changing room were a —
. —] 4 N\ — === % |
produced by the Workshop's employees and could turn S
360 degrees clockwise and counterclockwise. 0 0=
E:D . o
Completed in 1935 = o o
Bath L24.14m X W15.23m X H9.23m
East and west changing rooms
L29.07m X W13.53m X H6.87m (X2 rooms)
Combined floor area approx. 1,000m?(10763.91ft%) WEST SIDE CENTRAL EAST SIDE
WEBSITE FB
SUPERVISOR | ORGANIZER | EXECUTIVE PREPARATORY OFFICE OF NATIONAL RAILWAY MUSEUM = %
ADD | No. 50, Section 5, Civic Avenue, Taipei 11072 H
HRXLAIEHRAF TEL | 02-87878850
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