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“Jazz music is the perfect metaphor for democracy. We improvise, which is our individual rights

and freedoms; we swing, which means we are responsible to nurture the common good for everyone

and find balance; and we play the blues, which means no matter how bad things get, we remain opti-

mistic while still mindful of problems.”

—— Wynton Marsalis, trumpeter, jazz musician and educator, 2020
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