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From The Diary of Ng Ong-Seng to See the
House Cleaning and Household Hygiene
in Taiwan during the Taisho period

Chao-kai Li*

Abstract

With reference to The Diary of Ng Ong-Seng, this paper observes the
evolution of house cleaning and household hygiene during the Taisho period.
On the one hand, it reveals that the Japanese colonial government has cultivated
Taiwanese household hygiene concepts through the primary school education
and the health education exhibitions. On the other hand, it can also be seen in
the process of re-dissemination of health knowledge in social networks. Next, it
explains the importance to the practice of household hygiene in spring and autumn
“Big Cleaning Day” promoted by Japanese colonial government. This hygiene
policy that compels Taiwanese people to clean has gradually embedded the habit
of house cleaning into daily life. Finally, through The Diary of Ng Ong-Seng, the
article points out that various parasitic diseases were more commonly faced in

daily life during the Taisho period.

Keywords: Taisho period, daily life, house cleaning, household
Hygiene, “Big Cleaning Day”

* Associate Professor, Mazu Culture Research Institute, Putian University

Received: Aug. 15, 2020; Accepted: Apr. 16, 2024

040 / ER=EE: BUZBELEYEEN F27 8



	0517-歷史臺灣第27期內頁 彩色版
	1



