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Revisit Taiwan’s Popular music and Pop
Song Under the Recording Industry
in Colonial Taiwan: A Discussion from
“Black Cat Marching Song”

Wan-Ling Chen*

Abstract

With the investment of capital into the recording industry at the beginning of
the 20th century, many kinds of music that prevailed in the Taiwanese society at
that time were made into records through the invention of phonograph technology
and sold for commercial benefits. In 1914, 15 Taiwanese artists went to Japan for
the first commercial recording of Taiwanese music, which thus resulted in the
release of at least 60 records. In the light of the physical records discovered so far,
the music recorded in this batch of records, included such as Hakka Ba-yin (3¢
%)\, Tea-Picking (££7%), Che-Gu (H.8%), Hakka Folk Song ([L[F), kua-a (X
{f)and other music types. It is the position of this article that any music which
had a certain degree of popularity, had a large scale of performing activities,
was selected into the record system, used new communication methods, and was
considered to have commercial opportunities can be seen as “popular music” in the

Taiwanese society at that time.
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In 1931, The “Taiwan Columbia Record Co., Ltd.” released a record under the
label of “Pop song”, which was the beginning of the “pop song” genre in Taiwan.
“Pop song” was just one of the many types of popular music in colonial Taiwan.
Nevertheless, several previous research materials on Taiwanese records during
the Japanese colonial period, pointed out that “popular music” usually focused on
the single genre of “pop song”, or occasionally touched upon some music types
developed after “pop songs”, such as “pop ditty” or “new ditty”, but ignored other

music types that was widely accepted by the Taiwanese audience.

This article is written on the basis of the observation of various music
materials: (1) marked on 78 rpm records, (2) record catalogs, and (3) newspaper
advertisements, (4) the sound files of Taiwan preserved in the Osaka Museum
of Ethnology, (5) the sound files in the 78 rpm records’ database of Taiwan, as
well as (6) three internal company documents from the 1930s preserved in the
archives department of Tokyo Columbia Records Company - “Recording ledgers”,
“Recording log reports”, and “Release orders”. It conducts text analysis and
sound comparison to comprehensively re-examine and reposition the historical
significance and value of the emergence of pop music genres of the overall
appearance of popular music under colonial Taiwan recording system. It is
therefore intended to provide a different perspective and to interpret perspective
on the overall popular music thinking in the field of recording research during

colonial Taiwan.

Keywords: Colonial Taiwan, Recording Industry, Popular Music, Pop
Songs, Genres
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