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The Function and the Identity of
Fortune Poems Divination: Observing
Now and Past of Taiwan National
Fortune Poems From Covid-19
Pandemic

Kuang-Jen Ke*

Abstract

Every end of the year, the chairmen of public temples in Taiwan will pray to
the gods of their temples for drawing the Taiwan national fortune poems (a kind
of divination), which are primarily to predict and interpret the circumstances of
Taiwan (R.O.C.) in the next year. In the process of development of democratization
and religious policy relaxation, Taiwanese temples competed seriously and
therefore created a new folklore activity—drawing the “Taiwan national fortune
poems” (named by the news media). Through the “shows” of drawing fortune
poems, it can reflect the free human rights under democratic system and increase

the identity of Taiwan.

There are two contexts and patterns of the development of Taiwan national

fortune poems: (1) Public fortune poems: it was extended from traditional public
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fortunes poems of local temples; (2) Creative fortune poems: it was created by local

temples and their gods.

In the end of 2019, Covid-19 disturb all the world. The modern medicine leading
the standard of anti-virus. Although religious activities were limited for a long time,
the belief system still works. The national fortune poems, just like the directive of the
gods, through the news media to strengthen the confidence of human for fighting the

virus, and let the people believe that the pandemic will be over in a time.

The folklore activities of drawing the Taiwan national fortune poems are not
soap operas. However, it can bring a huge positive power, soothe worried emotions
and create a new hopefully future. In addition, it showing the highly democratization
of Taiwan, totally freedom of speech and religious of Taiwan, and, deeply identity
of Taiwan. That's why the Taiwan national fortune poems are in the ascendant. We
can keep our broad mind and take it easy to face the changing of poems divination in

Taiwan society.

Keywords: public fortune poems, news, newspaper, identity of
Taiwan, democratization of Taiwan
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