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Texts, Memory, and Contemporary
Issues: An Instance from 2010-2019 Lai

Ho Festival

Wen-yuan Lee*

Abstract

Lai Ho and his works hold significant positions in the discourse of Taiwanese
literary history. Since their inclusion in textbooks in 2000, the public has become
more acquainted with Lai Ho, yet the relatively monolithic historical image also

tends to ossify memories of him.

This study examines the “Lai Ho Festival,” organized by the Lai Ho
Foundation since 2010, as a case study. It explores how the planning and
performances of the music festival can counteract Lai Ho’s tendency towards a
monolithic historical interpretation, allowing it to return to the collective memory

and collectively create a more diverse memory.

The research reveals that the annual music festival, through the organizers’
deep understanding of Lai Ho and his works, active participation in civil
movements, and long-term community engagement, is able to stay relevant by
addressing contemporary issues and eliciting resonance. Participants, to varying
degrees, engage in dialogue with Lai Ho’s works or sensory experiences during the

festival, thereby contributing to the creation of diverse and evolving memories.

Key words: Festival, Collective Memory, Lai Ho Festival
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