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"Hoko Headmen Must Wear Badges while on Duty":
A Study of "Hoko Badges" in 1905 Taiwan

Shih-yuan Hsieh*

Abstract

In 1905 the Japanese colonial authority issued Hoko (baojia) badges which claimed to be
awarded in recognition of headmen of Taiwanese subsidiary bodies of administration. However,
one ought to understand badges provide a standardized and rapid identification to the authority.
Hoko Badge is a symbol of state power, an object to define the power of Hoko system is to assist
ordinary administration, not for the personal relationship. On the other hand, Hoko headmen who
must wear the Badges while on duty are accustomed to using a variety of social capital for the
purposes of local administration. This inevitable conflict reflects that during the early Japanese
colonial period, the Governor-General practices standardized, universalized control techniques,
but in the interaction between state and local, Hoko the informal system, as well as Badges the
symbol of general administration of the state, has not been integrated consistently into the systems
of political governance. Thus, it explains the historical context of how local elites and the ruling
authority interact and explore with each other. Moreover, to empower Hoko headmen, the ruling
authority must hold Hoko Badges award ceremonies to publicize and standardize the process
of power endowment and alliance establishment, also to lunch power relations and to give the
Badges a social life. Furthermore, in disciplining Hoko Headmen body, they must wear a badge
while on duty and behave appropriately. In other words, the material and cultural significance
of Hoko Badges was articulated in not only the political nature and power of the Hoko system,
but also the interaction of the Badges itself, the award rituals, and the physical presence of Hoko

headmen.

Keywords : Hoko System, material culture, identifier
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