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The Historical Significance of Receipts of
Taiwan Society in Modern Time: An Example
of Chiayi Area

Lin, Meng-hsin *

Abstract

The collection of receipts stored in the National Taiwan Museum of History were
collected from the Credit Union of Shuishang Village, Chiayi County and the Zheng of
Taibao Village. Among them, receipts of the Zheng should be analyzed the left credentials
which could have us traced back to the industrial activity of building their own sugar-made
plant in the Japan Period. Those receipts are seemingly clueless, however, hidden under

them is a meaningful story of business operations in the Japan colonial period.

Those financial credentials give us a way to comprehend how the local community
adapted a new accounting system and how a traditional Han family in possession of their

own business struggled to survive in a greatly changing environment then.

Keywords: Commercial Bookkeeping, Receipt, Factories Census

* The Assistant Curator of the National Museum of Taiwan History.
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