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Trust and Trap: Analysis on the Digital
Archive for History of Taiwan

Lin, Chia-rong *

Abstract

The generalization of e-resource multiplied the source of information. Knowledge, which
only used to be demonstrated on paper, can be expressed by multi-media with the assistance
of technology nowadays. It possesses the features of unrestricted by time and space, high
accessibility, easy to share and search. In the past, libraries emphasized on the preservation
of substantial culture yet it gradually switched to the preservation of digital culture in
accordance with the trend of age. Digital archive had become one of the key developments
for each institute. Hence, the digitalization of cultural heritage has been put into practice

like wildfire to every corner of the world with the supports from the governments.

The digitalization of cultural heritage provided abundant valuable digital literature and
relics. For historians, digital archive also aroused new research topics and methods.
Collecting and interpreting historical materials are the essences of historical study and the
interpretation of historical materials determine the quality of study. The digital archive
demonstrated after being organized as well as the accuracy and direction of interpretation
during the process of digitalization play a crucial role on whether solid research foundation
is provided for the researchers. Therefore, the study examined the quality of the digital
archive for history of Taiwan through the actual operation methods and the results can be

the reference for the future development of digital resource for history of Taiwan.

Keyword: digital archive, historical interpretation
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