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Museum and Contested History :

Notes on the Special Exhibition “Our 2.28 : 70 Years
After the 2.28 Incident”

Wan-lin Tseng *

Abstract

The 2.28 Incident in 1947 was once buried under political developments for 40
years, and was only revealed and returned to the memory of the public by the endless
efforts of the civil groups in Taiwan. However, the enduring cover-up and the twisting
of the history of the 2.28 Incident has led the Taiwanese people to develop rather
discrepant memories and attitudes toward the event. 70 years later, the context of the
2.28 Incident was once again put together by the National Museum of Taiwan History
(NMTH) applied with all kinds of materials including official historical documents,
oral history, and news reports and magazines. Before the exhibition, the museum was
the center for researching the memories of the incident from different generations; but
after the exhibition, the museum became the center of attack from the cyber army for

various reasons, as well as the center of controversies.

Yet what is a “contested history?” How museums shall treat the contested
histories? In attempt to better understand the nature of controversies, this study
not only reviews international cases and discourses, but also explores the possible

approaches and perspectives a museum could take while dealing with contested
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history. Further, this study critically inspects the exhibition and the curatorial process
of “Our 2.28: 70 Years After the 2.28 Incident” in accordance with the principles of the

“Challenging History” manifesto compiled in the United Kingdom in 2009.

Jacques Le Goff (1924-2014) once put: “collective memory is not only a conquest,
it is also an instrument and objective of power.” When the manipulated memories and
the truth of history are discovered, and the oppressed voices are heard, that certain
history often becomes controversial. Thus, when dealing with contested history
and the discrepant social memories, how shall museums, as a public instrument,
take active initiatives? The curation of NMTH’s “Our 2.28: 70 Years After the 2.28
Incident” exhibition was the result of internal and external committees, volunteers’
book clubs and expert talks, but it still has room for improvement as to the mechanism
of reviewing, recording, assessing and passing down the curatorial experiences of the

contested history after the exhibition.

Keywords: contested history, 2.28 Incident, museum exhibition
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