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The Life History of a Woman in Tainan, Yang Wang:
An Essay on Women’s Schooling and Educating
Experience in Taiwan around the Former Half

of the 20th Century

Kae Kitamura”

Abstract

This paper makes a preliminary reconstruction of the life history of a woman
who has been engaged in educational work in the early 20th century. The author uses
a personal archive recently donated by a family in Tainan to the National Museum of
Taiwan History, as well as historical school documents, including the chronological
school record and the career documents of teachers. The study aims to better
understand the experience and expectations of Taiwanese families that encountered
new educational systems through continual social changes in Taiwan, and also
intends to explore the possibilities and limitations of personal archives.

Japanese colonial studies have commonly viewed Taiwanese educational
experience from the perspective of the Empire or the nation state. This standpoint
has been combined with critical arguments on imperialism or colonialism; however,
it has led scholars to overlook the contexts of local society and to even reproduce
the viewpoint of the Empire. Recently, an increasing number of studies on Taiwan

history have attempted to realize Taiwanese historical experience from the
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perspective of personal or family histories. This paper also focuses on a woman’s

life course to lay the groundwork of rethinking Taiwanese educational experience.

Keywords: Family History; Women's History; Personal Archives; Historical

Documents of School; Career Documents of Teacher
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