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The increasing awareness of culture at the pres-
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ent time needs to be accompanied by an equally
increasing concern for a clarification of its meaning
and of its nature. This clarifying exercise needs to
be effected within an historical context as culture is

essentially historical. This article attempts to do this
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by analyzing what appears to be the prevailing un-
derstanding of culture today and then probing into its
original meaning at the time of the semantic origin of
the term. A comparison between the original and the
contemporary meanings is then attempted in order to
highlight both the historical development of culture
and the variety of its meanings. These considerations
are intended to lead to what is probably the basic
challenge of culture to philosophy namely the multi-
faceted understanding of the former seeking a sense

of unity from the latter.'
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The increasing awareness of culture at the present
time needs to be accompanied by an equally increas-
ing concern for a clarification of its meaning and of its
nature . This clarifying exercise needs to be effected
within an historical context as culture is essentially
historical. This article attempts to do this by analyz-
ing what appears to be the prevailing understanding of
culture today and then probing into its original mean-
ing at the time of the semantic origin of the term. A
comparison between the original and the contemporary
meanings is then attempted in order to highlight both
the historical development of culture and the variety of
its meanings. These considerations are intended to lead
to what is probably the basic challenge of culture to
philosophy namely the multifaceted understanding of

the former seeking a sense of unity from the latter.
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