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Preface

According to the conclusion of the "National Cultural Congress” in 2017, “Through the collection,
research, interpretation, learning programs, and exhibition of classical Taiwanese artworks, we can
link local history, culture, memory, and reconstruct Taiwan'’s art history. With fine arts, music, crafts,
images, and architectures as the major inclusions of Taiwan'’s art history, these contents are the keys
in enhancing Taiwan’s position in the global art status. In addition, by utilizing current organizations
and spaces, we can increase professional institutions, like modern art museums, image museums,
Taiwanese music museums, etc. “The Writing of Taiwan’s Art History”, a series of seminars held
by the Reconstruction of Taiwan's Art History Project Office, Ministry of Culture’, is the physical
practice of “The Reconstruction of Taiwan's Art History Project” and via various viewpoints, more
advanced researches, interpretations, and promotions, Taiwan's art history can be enhanced. With
the former scholars’ infrastructural work, Taiwan's conception of art history has been shaped by the
researches of Taiwan’s art history. In these seminars, scholars, who have researched and published
related articles for many years, are invited to share their experiences with the audience, including
their experiences with temporal and spatial context, their thoughts on Taiwan’s art, and how to
write about Taiwan'’s art history.

One of the purposes of these seminars is to present current research results via researchers’
personal literature review; on the other hand, it is also a way to provide references to those who
are interested in the writing of Taiwan'’s art history in the future. Simply to say, it is a motivation to
look back on and inherit the past, present, and future of Taiwan’s art history. The eight scholars
who are invited include HSIEH LI-FA, an author who published the earliest Taiwan’s art history
book; Professor LIAO HSIN-TIEN, who analyzes Taiwan's art with sociology and cultural policy;
Professor LIN PAO-YAO, who has hosted and investigated projects of artists’ catalogues; Professor
HSIAO CHONG-RAY, who has published a number of books about Taiwan’s art history and edited
complete works of other artists; Professor LIN MUN-LEE, who has explored the connections
between early modern Taiwan and Japan’'s art through organizing and curating perspectives; LI
CHIN-HSIEN, who has illustrated Taiwanese terroir art via folks’ viewpoints; Professor HSU WEN-
CHIN and Dr. CHIU LING-TING, who have written about Taiwan'’s art history through general history
perspective.

Writing is important and essential. According to an African proverb, "Until lions have their own
historians, tales of the hunt shall always glorify the hunters”, the importance can be seen in
the relationship between subject and cultural confidence .The research results and the sharing
of experiences about the writing of Taiwan’s art history can positively affect and inspire the
reconstruction of Taiwan's art history and the construction of cultural identification.

o Trem i

Liao, Hsin-tien, Director-General, National Museum of History

! The seminar, “Taiwan’s Art History’s Forum”, was held on March 6th (Fri) and 7th (Sat), 2020. The 8 articles
in this book were edited from each speakers’ contents in the seminar.
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