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The Development of Nicotiana Rustica Drying

Technology in Taiwan

Pei-chi Lin, Hsiao-we Lin, Po-chih Chen’

Abstract

During the Japanese Occupation Period in Taiwan, because of the
implementation of business initiation policy and construction of dispensary system,
development of tobacco industry was accelerated and it resulted in significant
colonial business economy in Taiwan. Yellow species tobacco is the main material
of cigarette. After it was introduced in Taiwan, it was made as cigarette and named
Jasmine. The cigarette was introduced on Dominion Day of 1915 and was popular
among the Taiwanese people. Thus, it enhanced the confidence of monopoly bureau
of Governor-General Office of Taiwan which established self-sufficient policy of
yellow species tobacco and was devoted to the cultivation.

In the manufacturing process of yellow species tobacco, drying technique is the
most important and it influences several dimensions of technology: (1) cultivation
of yellow species tobacco; (2) transplantation, improvement and automation

development of drying equipment. In the Japanese Occupation Period, it transplanted
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the form and technique of firepower drying room from Japan. In order to avoid
the degeneration of tobacco leaves, in 1922, it installed the first re-drying machine
(moistening machine) of yellow species tobacco in Taiwan which launched the
modernization of tobacco industry of Taiwan. After the war, with the development
of technology, it introduced bulk tobacco roasting machine to replace traditional
firepower drying. With the trend of international tobacco industry, it provided high-
quality and standardized products by the stripping machine and automation of
moistening machine. Tobacco industry was originally one of high cash crops in
Taiwan. After the influence of international trading, in 2017, it stopped the purchase
of domestic tobacco. Tobacco industry of Taiwan was thus halted. This study
constructs the effect and development of tobacco industry technology upon drying

technique after the introduction of yellow species tobacco in Taiwan.

Keywords: nicotiana rustica, drying technique, technology fransplantation,

re-drying, tobacco redrying plant
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