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Trinity Hymnal: A study of the Versions of the
Hymnal Reviewed by the Formosa Synod (1922-
1942)

Chi-ming Lu’

Abstract

In 1912, the South and North Presbyterian Church in Taiwan established the
Formosa Synod, the highest administrative body in the church. One of its significant
resolutions was to unify the hymns used in the North and South. Thus, the Formosa
Synod published Séng-si (the Hymnal) in Taiwanese Romanization (Péh-0e-j1) and
Seng-si in Han characters in May and September 1922 respectively.

During the period of the Formosa Synod, the versions of the Hymnal were
varied and numerous, which indicates that people kept adding and revising hymns
for practicality. They did not pursue certain hymnal versions as standardizing
models. According to the current data, the Hymnal has two major categories: the
188/192 hymns including nine versions and the 348/342 hymns including eight
versions, and has three language systems: Taiwanese Romanization, Han characters,
and piano scores (including trial).

The research shows that the Hymnal is multiple sources; it contained Séng-si-

koa (the Taiwanese Romanization Hymnal, 1900), I6ng-sim-sin-si (Amoy dialect

" Director of Archives of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan.
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Hymnal, 1914), Hai-téng Séng-koa (Children’s Hymnal, 1918), and Ki-tok-t6 ‘Si-koa
(Christian Hymnal, 1918). Moreover, the Hymnal is various. From 1922-1942, there
were up to 17 versions for people to choose according to their needs and abilities.
This research also compared the 1941 handwritten edition with the 1942 handwritten
edition, which was barely discussed before.

In conclusion, earlier researchers focused on analyzing repertoires, and they
considered the difference and content of the hymns as the basic point for passing
on the Hymnal. They paid no attention to the language systems and versions of the
Hymnal, so they regarded the versions of Taiwanese Romanization, Han characters,
and piano scores (including trial) as the same system. However, to analyze various
hymnal versions is to clarify the sources of hymns. The three language systems are
integrated and enrich the Hymnal of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan; it looks just

like the Trinity.

Keyword: Presbyterian Church, Formosa Synod, Hymnal, church music
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