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A Brief Report of Overseas Chinese in Central and Eastern Europe in 2022’s
Summer research: A Czech Case

summary

The author used the summer (2022.7-9) to go to University of Pardubice in the Czech Republic
to conduct a short-term study on the latest situation of overseas Chinese in the Czech Repubilic,
and then wrote a preliminary research summary of the observation of this foreign field study op-
portunity, which can be used as an important reference for subsequent research and papers. In
recent years, the development of the overseas Chinese community in Central and Eastern Europe
has evolved differently, mainly due to the international situation, bilateral relations between China
and Central and Eastern Europe, and relations across the Taiwan Strait. The history of overseas
Chinese in Central and Eastern Europe is quite short, starting from Hungary in the late 1980s and
then scattering to neighboring Central and Eastern European countries. The traditional overseas
Chinese community in Central and Eastern Europe is from Qingtian and Wenzhou, Zhejiang Prov-
ince, as well as Fujian due to 16+1 (17+!) in the 2010s and the Belt and Road Initiative, which has
brought in new Chinese companies, as well as emerging Chinese technical talents. However, as
these policies gradually were not going well, the overseas Chinese in Central and Eastern Europe
seemed to return to the former community. The identity of Taiwanese in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope will not be Overseas Chinese, but Overseas Taiwanese, and it is also worth watching how the
recent close development of Taiwanese relations with Central and Eastern Europe will affect the
Taiwanese community in Central and Eastern Europe. Most of the research on overseas Chinese in
Central and Eastern Europe is mainly based on local scholars, but its outcomes are also quite rare.
The author hopes that the study of overseas Chinese/Taiwanese in Central and Eastern Europe will
provide further dialogue and contribution to the theory of Chinese studies in the world.

Keywords: Central and Eastern Europe, Czech Republic, overseas Chinese
overseas Taiwanese
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