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1.Pontianak City (also provincial capital)
2. Singkawang City

3. PONTIANAK Regency (Mempawah]
4. LANDAK (Ngabang) g

5. BEMGKAYANG (Bengkayang City)
6. SAMBAS (Sambas City)

7. KUBU RAYA [SungaiRaya)
B.SANGGAU (Batang Tarang) &
9. KAYONG UTARA (Sukadana)
10.KETAPANG (Ketapang City}
11.SEKADAU [Sekadau City)
12.MELAWI (Nangau Pinch]
13.SINTANG [Sintang City)}
14.KAPUAS HULU (Putus Sibau)
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Longhouse Tradition and Cultural Revitalization of
Austronesian Families: A case survey of two
longhouses in West Kalimantan, Indonesia

Shih-lung Liu*

ABSTRACT

This Study is based on the cases of Bidayuh, Land Dayak of Rumah Radakng
Saham in Bandak and Rumah Adat Nek Bindang, Balai Belungai, Snaggau in
Sanggau Regency, West Kalimantan, Indonesia adopting settlements in the long
houses, at which the spatial patterns of living differs due to their affiliations with
different Dayak subgroups. The longhouse analysis of this Study is based on
scholars' discussion of the three different architectural forms of the traditional
Dayak along with the observation of the surrounding environment and
demographic development to illustrate the differences between the past and
present Dayak living patterns.

The Dayak longhouse in West Kalimantan, called Rumah Betang, is a
traditional building that can accommodate dozens of people in common. The
two longhouses investigated in this Study have been given different names due
to their origins of different Dayak subgroups. Although the size and scale of
Dayak longhouses vary with the living environment, they share the common
features of colonnade structure and the floor structure for the co-habitation
mode for defense against foreign invasions; meanwhile, longhouses are the
spiritual premise for continuing village management and social systems as the
local customary law (Adat) is also reflected in the living environment. In
addition, the acquisition of materials for construction, the local residents'
ability to build a longhouse, the safety factor of structural support and load,
and the preservation of traditional thinking into the scale of longhouses reflect
the Dayak people's adherence to the nature spirits and the adaptation of the
surrounding environment.

As a multi-ethnic country, Indonesia has a wide variety of traditional
dwelling forms showcasing the tangible and material cultural characteristics of

* Assistant Researcher, Division of Exhibition & Education of National Museum of
Prehistory.darshana@nmp.gov.tw
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different ethnic groups. In recent years, Indonesia's national development has
shifted to emphasizing rural development, whilst the nation’s Ministry of
Culture has attached importance to the transmission of traditional culture,
language, and rituals and ceremonies of various ethnic groups in Indonesia. The
two longhouses surveyed each have a different concept of sustainability with
regard to the maintenance of traditional culture, and reflect the budgetary
constraints often faced in the maintenance and reconstruction of these traditional
dwellings. Most common cases are the combination with the Indonesian Culture
Department's “General Principles of Culture” - "Revitalisasi Desa Adat
memberikan bantuan pemerintah" (Technical Guidelines for Government
Assistance in Revitalizing Traditional Villages) for facilitating communities in
the development pf a sense of cultural identity and revitalization of the cultural
heritage of different communities.

The island of Borneo is home to a large number of Dayak longhouse
architectures, and the tribe in recent years has been actively preserving its
traditional cultural sites. However, the community is also faced with a diversity of
traditional and modern life, and has adjusted its living environment in response to
the impact of consumerism. In these two cases, the accessibility of modern
consumption in the area is similar, but the difference in the residents' willingness
to accept foreign civilization may still be perceived. In terms of traditional
architectural forms, although restoration of the long houses form in the past and
emphases on the architectural details of totem decoration may not be revitalized,
the architecture emphasizes the importance of organic development and
traditional cultural connections in the residential area. On the other hand, the
growing cultural tourism industry and modern consumption habits have also
urged local residents to generate profits utilizing the cultural characteristics of
longhouses for the added value of such architecture. In terms of Indonesian
citizenship egalitarianism, the country's policy still places more emphasis on
maintaining the traditional cultural heritage and mutual tolerance of all ethnic
groups on an equal footing, leaving Austronesian concept non suitable for
identification.

Keywords: Rumah Betang, Bilik, Bidayuh, Land Dayak, Revitalisasi Desa Adat
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