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Research on the NMTH collection
about clay statue of Zhou Yu Shu in
Hsinchu in Qing Dynasty

Lu Tai Kang * » Liao Po Hao **

Abstract

The statue of ancestors in the Qing dynasty is one of the ways for the
descendants of the family to remember their ancestors. The image of the official
uniform in the Qing dynasty can better show the fame, career and irreplaceable
special status of the master in the family. Different from portraits, the statues are
often accompanied by small and realistic clothing and furniture accessories. Later
generations can reproduce the life of the ancestor by replacing pocket clothes and

furniture for the statues.

This article aims at the collection of the NTMH, the “Zhou Yu shu official
uniform clay statue” from Zhou Yi ji family in Hsinchu , and discusses the lineage,
age style, clothing characteristics, and material craftsmanship. The integrated
analysis and textual research. At the same time, compare the few remaining statues

of figures in official uniforms of the Qing Dynasty handed down from generation
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to generation in Taiwan, conduct a complete type distinction, observe and compare,
and confirm that this statue in the collection is the rare case in Taiwan that
completely preserves the Qing Dynasty clothing culture and a complete set of

pocket Hsinchu style furniture accessories.

This statue in the collection realistically reproduces the appearance, clothing
and seat of the owner. The workmanship is exquisite. It not only inherits the
ancestor worship method of the gentry family in the Beimen area of Hsinchu in
Qing Dynasty, but also witnesses the Zhou family’s transition from merchants to
officials in the Beimen area of Hsinchu since the 19th century. Its development

history has a very important value of cultural assets.

Keywords: Ancestor statues; Official uniform in Qing Dynasty; Zhou,
Yi-ji family in Hsinchu; Zhou, Yu-shu
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