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Contemporary Migrant Workers

and Immigrants Display in History
Museum: A Case Study of the Special
Exhibition “The New Tai-ker:
Southeast Asian Migrant Workers and
Immigrants in Taiwan” in National
Museum of Taiwan History

Chou Yi-ying*

Abstract

In 2022, the number of immigrants in Taiwan from Southeast Asia surpassed
160,000 and that of migrant workers exceeded 710,000. In 2017, the National
Museum of Taiwan History held a special exhibition titled “The New Tai-ker:
Southeast Asian Migrant Workers and Immigrants in Taiwan”, because of its
concern for contemporary and public issues. This paper uses this special exhibition
as a case study to illustrate how a history museum faced with modern issues of
immigration and migrant workers can employ exhibitions to establish historical

connections and depth, incorporating Southeast Asian immigrants and migrant
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workers into Taiwan’s history and diverse immigrant society. Breaking away from
the use of displays to reproduce the culture of “other”, the museum “handed the
microphone” to some ten immigrants and migrant workers from different countries
to give them the opportunity to present their perspectives in the first person. Each
shares objects, images, and creations that carry for them personal memories and
emotions, revealing their self-worth, pride, and values as a means to underscore
the diversity, individuality, and motivations of immigrants and migrant workers
in the hopes of shattering stereotypes and to lay a foundation of understanding
and appreciation as well as empathy and respect for Southeast Asian immigrants
and migrant workers among the general public. It also presents this generation
of Taiwanese through the eyes of immigrants and migrant workers. As a national
museum, the National Museum of Taiwan History does not avoid the issues of
human rights and justice for immigrants and migrant workers in Taiwan; rather, it

strives to inspire the audience to face and consider them seriously.

Museums should observe social issues and play an active role in ensuring that
different voices are heard, respected, and treated equally. This exhibition not only
constructs the historical and cultural identity of Southeast Asian immigrants and
migrant workers, but through close cooperation and interaction with them, it also

helps to shape their self-identity and identification with Taiwan.

Keywords: Museum, Immigrants, Migrant Workers, Southeast Asian,
Multi-cultures
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