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Chastity and Local Society: A Case
study of Mrs. Yan's family

Wei-Ying Liu*

Abstract

The National Taiwan Museum of History has collected historical materials
related to the filial women left by the Yan family in Anping, Tainan. It involves the
investigation and election of local gentry in Fucheng from the middle of the Qing
Dynasty to allow women to enter the local history; we may be able to find out in it
See the rules of the times and regions, and speculate on the interaction and values
of the local society at that time. At the same time, with the help of the Yan family
account books, we can further examine Tainan society in the 19th century. Under
the national system of praising chaste women, the responses and practices of local
officials and the general public were even implemented in the daily life of the
family, including economic, material, Ritual flow and material consumption. In the
past, Confucianism advocated the recognition of filial piety. The reappearance of this

batch of historical materials in Taiwan reveals the different ideologies behind the
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worship system, and the expansion and entanglement of the interpersonal network.

Perhaps more diverse social distortions can be discovered.

Keywords: Taiwan Women, Chastity, Local Society
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