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Petroleum Industry and Railway
Transportation in Modern Taiwan:
Focusing on the Chuhuangkeng Oil
Field (1904-1941)°

Chen Chia-hao™*, Zhu Shu-han***

Abstract

The global oil industry emerged in the late 1850s in Pennsylvania, USA,
coinciding with the expansion of the American railway network. The integration of
railways for oil transportation became a model which was quickly adopted by other
nations engaged in oil development. This function of railways for oil transport
greatly benefited industries relying on large-scale transportation, including the oil
industry. However, there has been an insufficient empirical analysis in academic
research among the study of Taiwan economy history. Therefore, this paper focuses

on the Chuhuangkeng oilfield in Taiwan and attempts to explore the connection
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between railway transport and oil development in Taiwan, as well as its associated

benefits for regional social development.

This paper examines how the Japanese company developed a push car for
transporting oil and developed the Chuhuangkeng area's external transportation.
Once the oil can be transported from Chuhuangkeng to Miaoli Station by push car,
it can be further sold to the internal market across the island through the Western
Trunk line. Railways were heavily relied upon to extract, refine, transport, and
market petroleum products in colonial Taiwan. In contrast, the United States and
Japan relied more on oil pipelines to transport oil between oil fields and refineries.
This is because, for oil development in colonial Taiwan, the railway played a
pivotal role, unlike the "oil field to refinery" reliance on pipelines and "refinery to
sales place" reliance on railway models employed in the United States and Japan.
The modern railway transport system led the oil produced in Chuhuangkeng
gradually to become integrated into the increasingly civilized daily life of the local
population. After the 1920s, it consistently supplied the domestic consumption

market of Taiwan, keeping pace with the industrialization of the colony.

Keywords: Petroleum, Pushcar Railways, Miaoli Station,
Chuhuangkeng Qil Field, Western Trunk line

048  ER=EE: BUZBELEYEETN £ 26 8



