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Manga and Wars: Wars in Caricature
in the Mid-Japanese Colonial Rule in
Taiwan

Fugeshi Jumpei*

Abstract

This paper aims to study how Taiwanese comics in the 1920s, mainly
caricature from Taiwan Nichinichi Shinpo newspaper, depicted Taiwanese society
during Japanese colonial rule. It also argues that in that highly politicized colonial
society with limited freedom of speech, caricature could neither be absolutely
expressive nor hold hidden critical judgment to impact the government forces since

the artists were mostly Japanese living in Taiwan.

These manga artists criticized a series of anti-Japan movements initiated
by the Taiwanese in the 1920s, taking the standpoint of protecting the rights of
the Japanese in Taiwan. As the conflict between Japan and China escalated in
the 1930s, Taiwan Nichinichi Shinpd published many manga strips echoing the
Japanese government’s strategy relating to wars, playing a role in recognizing the

enemy (China), justifying Japan’s invasion, and distinguishing between Taiwanese
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and Chinese. As the war continued, the image of Chiang Kai-shek in those
manga turned from positive and neutral to negative, and was eventually vilified;
furthermore, Taiwanese manga artists also portrayed Chiang with this fixed

impression.

Keywords: manga, caricature, war, propaganda
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