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Monbetsu Kozo: An Ainu
Professional Speaker ‘s Trip to
Taiwan Before World War 11

Yu-wei Chen

Abstract

Whether the academic circles of Taiwan or Japan, The most academic people
recognize the communication between Ainu people and Taiwan’s indigenous
peoples began in the post-war history. However, through the collection of
historical materials from Taiwan and Japan, we found An Ainu Professional
Speaker Monbetsu Kozo had visited Taiwan twice in 1932 and 1933. Beside, he

communicated with various ethnic groups on Taiwan Island at that time.

Especially during the trip around Taiwan in 1933, Monbetsu Kozo Met the
Seediq people in Nantou Wusha and the Paiwan people in Taitung Dawu. By
these meetings, the communication between Ainu people and Taiwan’s indigenous
peoples could date back to 1930s. At the same time, we can also realize that Ainu

people had influences on policies of Taiwan indigenous people at that time.

On the other hand, during Monbetsu Kozo’s trip to Taichung in 1932>
we could see his political and business relationship with Miyahara Takekuma
and so on. Therefore, we can know Miyahara Takekuma already included Ainu
people into the range of Asian ethnos before he set up the Common Prosperity
Association of East Asia in 1933. Through this article, we can know that Ainu

people and Taiwan were not completely unrelated. By a series of historical
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materials about Monbetsu Kozo in 1930s, we also can find his medical, political,
sugar-manufacturing company and indigenous policies connections with all kind of

people in Taiwan.

Keywords: Ainu, Monbetsu Kozo, Taiwanese Indigenous Peoples,
Musha Incident, Miyahara Takekuma
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