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Abstract

Amongst Chen Cheng-Po’s prolific oeuvre created during his lifetime,
only two self-portraits have been preserved. One of them is Sel/f-Portrait (1928),
and the yellow circular slices in the background have attracted great attention.
Many scholars believe that sunflowers are what’s depicted in the painting, which
indicates that the painter was paying tribute to Vincent van Gogh; however, some
scholars have also suggested that those are canned pineapple slices, which was
a product that was mass-produced in Taiwan under Japanese rule. No extensive
studies have yet to be done on this topic.

By referencing archives and publications related to the canned pineapple
industry in Taiwan during Japanese rule, this paper aims to analyze and discuss
the development of the canned pineapple industry of the 1920s and to compare
them with Chen Cheng-Po’s Self-Portrait (1928), in order to analyze whether
those yellow circular shapes are slices of canned pineapple. This paper intends to

provide the readers with another way of seeing Self-Portrait (1928).

Keywords: Chen Cheng-Po, Self-Portrait, Taiwan under Japanese rule,
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THE () ESEEE (#)

1910 10 191486

1911 7 346481

1912 6 654800

1913 6 1180559
1914 7 862344

1915 7 683355

1916 6 921184

1917 5 813339

1918 6 939354

1919 5 1143385
1920 6 1108437
1921 8 1615803
1922 11 1989362
1923 14 2950219
1924 23 4597985
1925 35 6858994
1926 33 7711467
1927 38 10301544
1928 49 12812957
1929 69 20384638
1930 76 18003645
1931 73 29990806
1932 65 32234662
1933 68 40081875
1934 69 37111396
1935 40 41455859
1936 31 37641632
1937 30 46557338
1938 30 59082250
1939 25 47148753
1940 23 51031693
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