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Abstract

Hsu Wu-Yung (1920-2016), a medical doctor and painter, occupies a distinctive
place in the chronicles of Taiwan's art history. His artistic accomplishments were
influenced by many Western painters, who ranged from early Cubism, Fauvism,
Surrealism and Symbolism. By the late 1960s, Hsu Wu-Yung’s style shifted towards
the Surrealist approach of Marc Chagall (1887-1985), and he then developed his
own unique form of "Romanticism." His works created in the Romanticism style are
characterized by their dreamy lyricism, with Western oil painting techniques blended
with Eastern cultural elements. Among these works, his depiction of celestial maidens
stands out as the most representative theme of the Romanticism period.

This article employs an art sociology methodology to examine the world
of art painting during Hsu Wu-Yung’s time, which was shaped by the ideological
background of the era, with analysis made on the influences of Western modern painting
movements and Nativism on Hsu Wu-Yung 's paintings. Furthermore, focus is placed
on the following four artworks: Butterfly Dream, The Butterfly Lovers, The Birth of
Celestial Maiden, and The Birth of Celestial Maiden (2). Through stylistic analysis
and iconographic research, the study aims to examine the underlying cultural context
of the celestial maiden imagery and its significance, exploring specifically how Hsu
Wu-Yung integrated Eastern ethos into Western oil painting forms and investigates the
reasons behind this amalgamation, thus unveiling the transculturality that makes his art

distinctive within the context of Taiwan's art history.

Keywords: Hsu Wu-Yung, Taiwanese art history, Romanticism, Surrealism,

transculturality, celestial maiden
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