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Ode To The South Wind

“Ode To The South Wind” and “Silvergrass” are two songs of one melody with different
lyrical manifestations. While the former can be viewed as the ‘previous life’ of the latter

‘present/this life’, both of which are stupendous legendary pieces.

The lyrics of “Ode To The South Wind” was written by Chun-Yu Chen in the 1930s and Bing-
Ding Xu refilled in the lyrics of “Silvergrass” to the given tune in the 1950s. In age, Xu and
Chen were six years apart. While Xu was an aged and renowned scholar in Tainan, Chen was
a young ‘advocate for art and literature’ of the 30s. They attained fame individually in the

southern and the northern Taiwan with nearly no common ground at all.

The lyrics of “Ode To The South Wind” convey profound and long lasting denotations: ‘The
south wind brings March here, see the green grass flourish with the wind, though the morning
dew drips freely and secretly, not a drop of it comes down on my roof /place.” Chun-Yu Chen
was not only a man who gave forthright admonition in the pop music circle at his time, he
was also an activist in The Taiwan New Literature Movement promoting the Taiwan nativist
literature. Chen was a passionate and motivated youth of art. Rather than depicting a scene of
the rain falling uniformly on everyone, which would suggest benefits being distributed evenly
to the people, his lyrics in the “Ode To The South Wind” apparently were an accusation of the

‘injustice’ revealed in ‘not a drop of it comes down on my roof /place’.

Mr. Lin-Chiu Lee once said to me, ‘Chun-Yu Chen is a man of genuine talent. None of us can
match his artistry.” I also remember that when I attempted to interview Ta-Ju Chen then, he
declined by saying, ‘I have long stopped writing lyrics. It's not worth recounting the past.’
However, as | mentioned about my desire to learn more about Chun-Yu Chen, he changed his
mind and set up a time to meet me right away. The renowned scholar of documentary, Shi-
Lang Wang even remarked, ‘Without the documentation of Chun-Yu Chen, the research of
pop songs in the 30s is not complete.” Though “Ode To The South Wind” is not passed down
through generations, the legacy of Chun-Yu Chen will.

Yong-Ming Zhuang



Orchestral version commissioned by National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra (2019)

Publication
Included on the “Songs of the Land—T1o live long enough to sing twelve tens songs” album CD
CD 2 - New Wine, Old Bottles (Published in Dec. 2020)
Conductor: Cheng-Te Yeh

National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra

Duration: ca.4’33”



A2 / Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani

Glockenspiel

Violin [
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Contrabass
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2
Clarinet in Bb 1
Clarinet in B> 2
Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2
HominF 1
Hornin F 2
HominF 3
Hornin F 4
Trumpet in Bb 1
Trumpet in Bb 2
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Glockenspiel
Violin I

Violin II
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Cello

Contrabass
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