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Blushing the Year Round

The pop song “Blushing the Year Round” during the Japanese colonial time was renamed
“Ballad All Year Round” after the war. The lyricist Lin-Chiu Lee utilized an amusing and
buoyant manner to portray the ‘Jove’ and ‘scene’ that happy lovers undergo in four seasons
-- ‘beautiful flowers surrounding us’, ‘under the water and the sun’, ‘rouge lips parted’, ‘in
the heat of our love’; whether it is spring, summer, fall or winter, the lyrics end with the scene
of ‘blushing red’. However, in the post-war time the authorities, considering the color ‘red’
improper and instable for the ambience of anticommunism, had requested that the name be

changed into “Ballad All Year Round”.

There had been plenty of popular love songs in Taiwan which implemented the ‘seven-
word verses’ style to depict the sentiment of a romance. Lin-Chiu Lee’s creative ways of
songwriting were born exactly out of these lingering and charming folk songs which leave the
listeners with endless relish. The lyrics of “Blushing All Year Round”, whether it is the male-
female duet or singing in unison, are all composed with the ‘seven-word-verse tune’. Some
criticized the lyrics: ‘the verses of the interval duets are too colloquial and vulgar; the comical
and teasing way of singing with flirtation is a flop of the song as it allows one’s fancy to run
wild.” Yet, other than Lin-Chiu Lee, who else was capable to illustrate the sensation of love

with such elegance and ‘without a single word’ of Love?

(Man): I’ve got something to tell you, but I wonder if I may?
(Woman): Oh? What sort of things?
(Man): What else do you think?

(Woman): (flashing amorous glances, shyly)

A lot of the dialogues written in romantic fictions drained the lexis for worshipful and

captivating words to convey love, but none of them is as expressive as the lyrics of this song.

Yong-Ming Zhuang
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Publication
Included on the “Songs of the Land—To live long enough to sing twelve tens songs” album CD
CD 7 — Loving Aftair ( Published in Dec. 2020 )
Conductor: Cheng-Te Yeh

National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra

Duration: ca.3’13”
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1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1: Crush Cymbal

Percussion 2: Drum
1 Harp

Violin I
Violin [I
Viola

Cello
DoubleBass



Piccolo

Flute 1&2

Oboe 1&2

Clarinet in Bb 1&2

Bassoon 1&2

Hormmin F 1&3

Horn in F 2&4

Trumpet in C 1&2&3

Tenor Trombone 1&2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass
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Crush Cymbal )
a pair of concert snare drum sticks
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Drum
a pair of concert snare drum sticks
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