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The Town at Twilight

Twilight rising, the many faces of the night life are poles apart from those of the day. The song
“The Town at Twilight” revolves around the sense of loss of a metropolitan young man, while
going through the phrases of breaking up and feeling dejected, the lonely man’s heart was

gradually enclosed by layers of darkness under the canopy of dusk.

“The Town at Twilight” was released in 1936 when its composer, Zan-fu Yao, was 29 years
old. In the same year, Yao completed other critically acclaimed songs such as “My Youth”, “Xin
Suan Suan” (My Heart is Lamenting), “The Glass of Bitter Love” and ‘“'Rain by the Window ",
the success of which also brought him a golden opportunity after he started working for the
RCA Victor. What’s more impressive is that he not only composed the music for “The Town at
Twilight” but wrote the lyrics too. The song was the first of the series of dozen songs that he

produced both the music and the lyrics.

The lyrics of “The Town at Twilight” consist of three sections which all start with : ‘The sky
is turning depressing, the sun is setting and the twilight closing in’ , ‘The town is turning
depressing, glittering city lights reflect on the twilight’, ‘My heart is depressing, for it turns
dismayed with the twilight’ ; and the last line of all sections ends with ‘Ahh... Twilight sparked
my feelings of the youthful, romantic melancholy’. With the depressing sky, the depressing
town, and the depressing heart, it’s of little wonder that twilight is exactly the time when

desolation comes into being.

Zan-fu Yao graduated from Taipei Seminary (now The Taiwan Theological College and
Seminary), having briefly served as a minister, his music aptitude showed the influence of
his theological education. When he was fourteen, his father sent him to study at the Ying Wa
College in Xiamen. His brother, Xi-Nian Yao, was quoted, ‘Father demanded my brother be
proficient in not only English but also Chinese. More importantly, he was instructed to copy
the sheet music and bring them home.’ By this time, Zan-fu Yao’s song writing capability had

been firmly developed.



It's a shame that, while Zan-fu Yao was establishing his status in the songwriting circle, the
blazing war led to the inevitable decline of the Taiwanese pop-song market. Though he later
wrote a few songs for the Nitto Recording and East Asia Music Ltd., he had no choice but
leave for Hongkong ‘under the circumstances’. He returned to Taiwan after the war, spending
the rest of his life in days of ‘My heart is lamenting” and ‘My heart is depressing’. What’s
more ironic is that, when his song “The Glass of Bitter Love”, rewritten as “The Glass of
Bitter Wine”, was all the rage then, he passed away in poverty and illness.

Yong-Ming Zhuang

Orchestral version commissioned by National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra (2019)

Publication
Included on the “Songs of the Land—To live long enough to sing twelve tens songs” album CD
CD 5 — Moonlight ( Published in Dec. 2020 )
Conductor: Cheng-Te Yeh

National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra

Duration: ca.4’55”



A2 / Instrumentation

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb

2 Trombones

Timpani
Percussions: Suspended Cymbal

Glockenspiel

Violin [
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Contrabass
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