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Moonlight on the River

“Moonlight On the River”, music composed by Yu-Shian Deng, lyrics added by Thiam-Ong
Chiu and originally performed by Sun-Sun, was a song released by a subdivision of Columbia

Record Company — the ‘Li-Cha Red Label’.

The 1930s was a time that ‘In this new era of a civilized society, the freedom to love should
be acceded’ (adopted from the lyrics of “Peach Blossom Weeps Tears of Blood”). Though
dating was approved, torn between the ‘loose’ and the ‘tight’ forces, it was not indisputably
accepted by society then. ‘Loose’ was the force that ever since the illuminati advocated gender
equality, feminism started to gain people’s attention and free love became an inexorable trend.
‘Tight” was the force from a traditional parenting authoritarianism, in which the conservative
creed of ‘arranged marriages by parents and match makers’ had to be abided by. Despite the

tendentious social atmosphere, dating still went in vogue.

The romantic and popular sites at that time were The Three Taipei Roads (three parallel main
avenues constructed during the Japanese colonial period), Taipei Park (Taipei New Park) and
Tamsui Riverbanks, which were also young people’s favorite dating locations. Thiam-Ong
Chiu’s lyrics of “Moonlight On the River” was a song depicting the feeling of loss of a couple
who broke up after ‘falling in love by the riverbank’; the lyrics ‘The moon still shines on our
shadow, but it no longer shines on our love’ is the reflection of the resentment and bitterness

of the heart.

‘The moonlight beaming on the river is glittering and bright, the water in the river never
stops’, however glittering and vibrant the reflection of the moonlight is, the flowing water
inevitably spoils the moonlight shadow. This sad ending happens to some of those in love as
well. Though they crave to sing love ballads together, to be able to ‘become one mind forever
and tie the knot’ remains an untangle-able and insoluble problem.

Yong-Ming Zhuang



Orchestral version commissioned by National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra (2020)

Publication
Included on the “Songs of the Land—To live long enough to sing twelve tens songs” album CD
CD 5 — Moonlight ( Published in Dec. 2020 )
Conductor: Cheng-Te Yeh

National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra

Duration: ca.3’28”



A2 / Instrumentation

2 Flutes

1 Piccolo

2 Oboes

1 English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
1 Bass Clarinet

3 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in Bb

2 Trombones

1 Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1: Conga ~ Suspended cymbal

Percussion 2: Tambourine
1 Harp

Violin I
Violin I
Viola
Cello

Contrabass
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