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Love for Taiwan: from Cultural Participation of
Taiwanese Intellectuals During Japanese Colonial
Rule to Hsu Hong-yen's Role in and Contribution

to Taiwan's Fine Arts

Lin, Chen-ching*

Abstract

Stories of artists and artworks make up the majority of Taiwan's fine art history. This
includes accounts of how artists made their fame in the art world, the art competitions
they took part in, the art awards they won, and celebrated pieces of their work. In
comparison, art sponsors have only been occasionally or briefly mentioned. Art sponsors
have rarely been the subject of in-depth discussion. Nonetheless, those who provided
financial sponsorship to Taiwanese artists have been vital to the progress and development
of Taiwan's fine arts starting from the Japanese colonial period. Their contribution should
not be overlooked.

Early art sponsors are different from today's art collectors. The latter mostly aim
to increase the value of their collection and seek to maximize their profits. In contrast,
art sponsors in the early days were intellectuals dedicated to building Taiwan's cultural
subjectivity. They aimed to take Taiwanese culture to a higher level.

This essay took an alternative perspective to explore the collector Hsu Hong-Yen's
role in Taiwanese fine arts and his contribution. In the past, Hsu was mostly seen as an art
collector with many well-known pieces of artwork in his large collection. The fact that he
was also an important sponsor of art was much less talked about.

This essay is based on a general collection of articles and reports published in
newspapers and magazines and material donated by Sun Ten Museum to Taiwan's
Ministry of Culture. Traces of history pieced together through the collected material made
it possible to outline Hsu's art sponsorship and to examine his contribution to Taiwan's
fine arts history in further detail.
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