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Wings of Muse:
The Role of the National Museum of History in the

Development of Taiwanese Contemporary Art

Hsiao, Chong-ray*

Abstract

As National Museum of History (NMH, founded in 1955) had received ancient
artefacts from Henan Museum, its exhibitions had been generally considered as based
on historical artifacts. While the NMH indeed has substantial and valuable collections
of historical artifacts, but the Museum also made significant contributions to the
development of Taiwanese contemporary art. Before the advent of a complete modern art
museum, the NMH, with its suitable location and modern facilities, was the artists' prior
choice as a venue for exhibitions.

This paper will analyze the role of the NMH in the development of Taiwanese
contemporary art after WWII in terms of the exhibition of contemporary masters,
modern art movement, international art exchange and modern ceramic art and creative
cultural industry. The analysis of these different aspects might provide some references to

the transformation and reopening of the NMH in the coming future.
Keywords
The National Museum of History, Taiwanese Contemporary Art, Contemporary Masters,

Modern Art Movement, International Art Exchange, Modern Ceramic Art, Cultural

Creation.
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