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Understanding and Transcending Tradition:

An Analysis of Ginpon Y. King's Flower and Bird Paintings
on the Way He Learned and Applied Ancient Paintings
Cheng, Ting-ting*

Abstract

Ginpon Y. King (1910-1998) is one of the painters who crossed the sea to Taiwan; he
is famous for flower and bird paintings, landscape paintings and figure paintings. He was
also renowned as "the foremost painter of Chinese court-style flower and bird paintings."
After moving his residence to Taiwan in 1948, King taught in many schools, such as
Taiwan Provincial Teacher's Collage (National Taiwan Normal University), Chinese
Culture University, and National Taiwan Academy of Arts (National Taiwan University
of Arts), and devoted himself deeply in art education. It can be said that King is one of
the backstage driving forces which made the style of flower and bird paintings in Taiwan
different from China today. As King's disciples and followers are still hard-working in the
today's art circle, we can say the influence of King is wide and deep and continues to this
day.

Therefore, it is important to clearly describe the main characteristic and achievement
of King's flower and bird paintings. Also, because of learning from the ancient paintings
became King's important experiences and main methods to establish his own style, this
paper will focus on how King learned and applied ancient paintings into his flower and
bird paintings. The method of this study is to juxtapose King's flower and bird paintings
with the works which he imitated or referred to and, by doing so, we can precisely
distinguish which part of his works is from the ancient paintings and which is from his
own creativity; this also illustrates how he utilizes those ancient paintings to create his

works. All the discussion will be situated in the context of his painting learning process.
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