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The Forgotten Nian Sheng Studio: Re-evaluating
the Significance and Value of National Museum of
History from the Donation of Ding Nian-xian's

Collection and Rubbings
Huang, Chih-yang*

Abstract

The National Museum of History was established in 1955, originally named
"National Museum of History and Cultural Relics." The major mission of the museum
is exhibition, research, and collection. The exhibitions organized by the Museum had
become its important historical assets; they included special exhibitions, world touring
exhibitions, and international cultural exchange exhibitions. The Museum also promoted
the protection of international historic sites. Apart from communication, it was a good
opportunity to promote Taiwan's history, art, and culture effectively by signing special
cultural contracts with diplomatic countries.

The National Museum of History was the first national museum after the War. As
mentioned above, we can see from the Museum's energies the historical background
of Taiwan's cultural diplomacy at that time. In the 1960s, when the Museum was
just established, organization of these numerous special exhibitions and transnational
exhibitions did encounter certain difficulties. Under these circumstances, the successful
execution of exhibitions relied heavily on the assistances from domestic collectors and
foreign friends.

Ding Nian-xian was one of the most important collectors of calligraphy and painting
after war. With numerous exquisite works in his collection, Ding was the second to none
among the private collectors at that time. This paper begins with Ding Nian-xian and his
collection and illustrates the role of private collectors in public and private exhibitions; the
paper also discusses the significances of cultural figures and their collections. Meanwhile,
Mr. Ding responded to the cultural relic protection movement and donated more than
two hundred pieces of Tang dynasty epitaphs to the National Museum of History. This
action has very important consequences to the preservation of the culture of calligraphy. It
is worthwhile to review its value and accomplishment.

Keywords
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