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The Similarities and Differences between Formosa Evergreen

and Taiwan's Landscape

Chang, Yu-ting*

Abstract

Formosa Evergreen and Taiwan’s Landscape, two long scrolls of ink and wash,
depicted Taiwan and arouse social attention with their special artistic form and
implication. To certain extent, the motivation behind all their creation is to seck
identity. The two works respectively present Taiwan's "glory" and "progress": the
former is based on the project goals, established by the government, to paint a
landscape to praise the country with special composition skills. The latter originates
from the exotically cultural shock of the artist, Hsu Wen-jung. Hsu created a
progressive urban-rural scenery with the highlight of the close-up and the depiction
of details. In addition, with the continuous development of the mutual influence
between art and society and with the continuous expansion of historical distance,
the meaning and function of these works will continue to interact with the political,
social, and cultural factors of the general environment. It is especially easy to cause
qualitative changes under the specific ideology of the media. Whether it's the
transformation of Formosa Evergreen from political announcements to local caring,
or Taiwan’s Landscape from local exploration to cross-strait exchanges, the audience's
view has been somewhat disrupted and manipulated during the dissemination of the
works. Meanwhile, these works have continued to change their own meanings over

time.
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