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As Tracks in Snow:

The 1962 Saigon First International Exhibition of Fine Arts

Yen, Chih-hung*

Abstract

Saigon held an International Art Exhibition in 1962, inviting "friendly
countries” of the world to participate so as to nurture and promote friendship and
to conduct cultural diplomacy. Although the participants had decided to hold the
exhibition again in four years, circumstances changed and it was not possible to hold
the exhibition again. Accordingly, there was only one Saigon Art Exhibition. The art
circles of Taiwan were familiar with the art fairs in Paris, Tokyo, Sao Paulo, Hong
Kong and other places, but were unfamiliar with the fairs held in Vietnam in the last
60 years. For decades, very few people in Taiwan knew of or have remembered the
1962 Saigon Art Exhibition; very few people in Vietnam even knew or remembered
that exhibition. In other words, that first and last, unprecedented exhibition has been
forgotten for a long time.

During the Cold War, South Vietnam and Taiwan were allies, and Taiwan
was invited to participate in the Exhibition. Taiwan followed the rules set by the
organizer (maximum 20 pieces per country) to select and send works of art to the
Exhibition. Participating in the Exhibition became the starting point/period for most
of the artists to begin their journey of international art exhibitions. While they were
influenced by historical circumstances, most of them had moved forward with the
times, trying new materials, methods and techniques, syncretizing old, new, Eastern
and Western ideas in pursuit of creative freedom. From them we see that Taiwanese
artists had stimulated a rich creative energy by participating in art exhibitions at
home and abroad in the post-war decades. They not only inspired a large number of
younger generations, but also contributed to the academic or practical development
of related fields. In contrast, most of the artists of South Vietnam who participated
in the Exhibition suffered from the Vietnam War and the "liberation” of South
Vietnam. They either died or fled their country after the "re-education”, and they
were reluctant to look back at the art exhibitions of those years.
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