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A Study on the Headhunting Photographic
and Skull Photographic of Taiwan's Indigenous Peoples

in Japanese Colonial Period

Liang, Ting-yu*

Abstract

During the Japanese colonial period, Taiwan indigenous peoples still had
the custom of headhunting. The attraction of skulls to anthropologists has been
shown in many anthropological photographs during the colonial period. Although
the headhunting has a special set of cosmology in the cultures of the indigenous
peoples, the photographer creates the images that the colonists want to shoot
through the choreography and direction of their movements. At the same time, in
order to strengthen the visual tension of the image, people, objects and heads are
deliberately placed to shape their barbaric image. However, as a part of the history of
photography in Taiwan, such images are rarely studied systematically.

Therefore, this research will start with the anecdotes of Japanese anthropologist
Mori Ushinosuke and Torii Ryazo stealing skulls from the tribe. This research
discusses the reproduction and operation of barbaric images in the shooting of
headhunting customs, and links it to the head photography of indigenous peoples

under the colonial period.
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