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An Analysis of the "Cross-structural Shift" in Taiwan's

Postwar Ink Painting
Tsai, Wen-ting*

Abstract

The period after World War II saw a surge of modernization wash through the
Taiwanese ink painting world, creating a wave that has continued through the 1960s
and still ripples into today, more than 70 years later. This modernization process is often
divided into two major periods in the 1960s and the 1980s, but through a comparative
analysis of conceptual and methodological changes throughout the modernization process,
a more general shift can be faintly observed. The author defines this shift as a change in
organizational structure, that is, a movement from "within" to "without" the ink painting
system. This article attempts to analyze this "cross-structural shift" in Taiwan's postwar
ink painting movement by investigating the reasoning behind and artistic phenomena
that have emerged from the process of escaping and modernizing traditional ink painting.

To best analyze the "cross-structural shift" in postwar ink painting, a comparative
analysis is made between artistic form, technique, and concept throughout the

modernization movement in Taiwan.
Keywords

Ink painting system, Cross-structural shift, Modern ink painting duality, Multiple

juxtaposition.

* Assistant Professor, College of Fine Arts, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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