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The Rise and Development of "Bieye" Culture
Among Tang Dynasty Literati

Zhang, Shi-min*

Abstract

A bieye (J|3£) is a private property separate from the home used for lodging,
leisure, or farming. In the Northern and Southern dynasties, dieye were mainly large
gardens owned by the powerful and wealthy, but by the Tang Dynasty, they gradually
developed into smaller suburban gardens affordable to the general literati. As bieye became
an important part of their daily life, the literati conflated them with their desire for
seclusion. Literary works set in bieye were prevalent, offering a record of garden aesthetics
for future generations.

Despite the importance of bieye culture during the Tang Dynasty, few studies have
been conducted on the subject. This paper therefore focuses on the rise and development
of bieye culture starting from the economic and social conditions of the early Tang,
detailing the reasons for its prevalence among literati circles in order to complement

contemporary understanding of the Tang Dynasty bieye.
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