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Yang Chao-chia:
Hopes of An Art Patron Spanning Two Eras

Lin, Chen-ching*

Abstract

In a 1935 speech, the art patron and political activist Yang Chao-chia declared
in the Taiwanese dialect that “Taiwan's progress, Taiwan's well-being cannot be
provided by another,” stating clearly that Taiwan could only rely on itself for a
better future.

Yang lived through two different eras: Japanese colonial rule and the Chinese
Nationalist government following World War II. In both he was a major supporter
of the arts, becoming a rare character who “carried on his shoulders” the future of
Taiwanese art. None of his political contemporaries could match his contributions
in the field, which he was able to sponsor thanks to his persistent influence in the
postwar government.

Known in political circles as the “Taiwanese lion,” Yang is famous for his
advocacy of the nationalist movement during Japanese colonial rule. However, his
contributions to Taiwanese art are not as widely known.

Most existing research on Yang focuses on his art patronage during the Japanese
colonial period rather than during the postwar years, even though his greater
contributions were made during the latter. Using reference material found in his
studio, Liou Ran Ju, as well as newspaper and magazine articles, painting albums,
and letters and diaries from friends, this study attempts to rediscover Yang's art

patronage and influence in the postwar period.
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Yang Chao-Chia, Liou Ran Ju, sponsor, nationalist movement, Taiwan's fine art.
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