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Feasibility of Using Historical Reconstruction Paintings

in Museum Displays

Yao, Kai-yang*

Abstract

The ideal history exhibition displays real objects, but in reality, museums only
can exhibit what they have. It may be difficult to obtain artifacts related to the
theme, or there may no artifacts to display at all. Therefore, curators usually design
their exhibitions based on the objects to which they have access. While not a bad
solution, it also means that some themes never have the chance to be exhibited. This
is detrimental to the goals of popularizing history and education.

To get around a lack of physical exhibits, AR, VR, interactive multimedia and
other display methods have become popular in modern times. Although this is an
inevitable trend in modern museums, curators should not put the cart before the
horse when it comes to technology. Too much excess can cause aesthetic fatigue
and waste money. Especially the cartoon style adopted by many displays is not only
frivolous, but also ignores research in the name of creativity, presenting erroneous
information.

As an option between these two extremes, historical reconstructions are
valuable. Different from cartoons, these types of paintings are based on rigorous
academic research and utilize a highly realistic style to place the observer into an
historical scene as though watching a movie.

Painted reconstructions are not only exhibitable objects, but also an
indispensable basis for the production of AR, VR and multimedia displays, in
addition to serving as a research method. However, Taiwan's understanding of such
painting is still insufficient. This article discusses why museums should pay more
attention to its value through analysis of practical cases.
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* The author once served as the creative director of the Taiwan Pavilion and the China Pavilion at the Expo 2010

Shanghai. He is currently the creative director of the Tech World Pavilion (Taiwan Pavilion) at the Expo 2025
Osaka, and reconstruction painting a doctoral student at the Institute of History at National Tsing Hua University.
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