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Display, Viewership and Interpretation of The Portrait of
Koxinga in the Early and Mid-Twentieth Century

Liu, Chi-yu*

Abstract

The Portrait of Koxinga was discovered in 1902 by Japanese scholars engaged in the
study of Taiwanese manners and customs, who regarded the painting as an important
historical object from the Kingdom of Tungning. Although this view seems outdated
today, at the time it served Japan's need to legitimize its rule over Taiwan. As the study
and preservation of historical Japanese artwork matured throughout the 1910s, coupled
with Japan's investigation of ancient art in Korea and anxiety caused by social turmoil
in China, The Portrait of Koxinga was collected by the governor's office according to
the kokuho standard, preserved in a shrine in Taiwan and copied. In the 1930s the
painting was damaged, likely facilitating its move to the Governor's Palace Museum for
preservation and display. Facsimiles and prints were then reproduced in large numbers in
place of the original. This article takes the images used in R. A. B. Ponsonby-Fane's works
as an example to study how Westerners at the time understood 7he Portrait of Koxinga
through its facsimiles. After the war, Chinese intellectuals who came to Taiwan viewed
The Portrait of Koxinga from the perspective of Chinese painting history, instead regarding
it as an "authentic portrait of the late Ming Dynasty" rather than an historic Taiwanese

painting, echoing the trend of re-Chinaization in Taiwanese society at the time.
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