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The Imprint of Cultural Landscape in Taiwan:
Collective Memory in Lin Chih-hsin's Celebrating the

Matsu Festival and Formosa the Beautiful

Yu, Ching-shiun Rita*

Abstract

Landscapes are not only beautiful to look at, but also witness how we view and
think about the world, and how we express our relationship to our surroundings,
other people and ourselves. Tainan-born artist Lin Chih-hsin depicts Taiwan's
cultural landscapes in the series of woodcut prints Celebrating the Matsu Festival
and the huge oil painting Formosa the Beautiful (subtitled "Images of Taiwan in the
1950s"). Interpreted through the artist's experience, the works showcase Taiwan's
traditional Matsu rituals and collective rural memory, demonstrating historical
consciousness through the lens of Taiwanese culture. Lin Chih-hsin's works cannot
simply be regarded as a record of Taiwan's natural and cultural landscapes, but more
importantly provide evidence of visual culture as a material expression of collective
memory. By making us aware of the changes between the agrarian past and life
today, memories and nostalgia arise. For those alive during this era, Lin Chih-hsin's
works evoke memories of the past, and for later generations, they serve as historical
pictorial evidence. Ten or a hundred years later, Taiwan's Matsu festival traditions
and the defining features of local landscapes during the twentieth century can be
verified by Lin Chih-hsin's works. From the perspective of collective memory, this
article explores the significance of Lin Chih-hsin's works to the individual artist,
their possible impact on the collective memory of society, and the significance of his

creations to Taiwan's art and cultural history.

Keywords

Cultural landscape, collective memory, Celebrating the Matsu Festival, Formosa the Beautiful,
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